
12       2009 JALT Hokkaido Language Teaching Conference “Walking before Running”  

Getting Back to Basics in ELT 
Teachers of English as a foreign language are an inquisitive, crea-
tive bunch. One positive effect of this is that there is never a short-
age of new ideas about how languages should be taught and learnt. 
The downside, however, is that our profession tends to be charac-
terized by fashions, trends, and bandwagons, many of which prom-
ise the world while claiming to negate all that has gone before 
them. Since the 1980s, many highly effective learning and teach-
ing techniques have been abandoned because they are considered 
to be old-fashioned and not sufficiently 'communicative'.  

In this presentation, I will argue that there are a number of  in-
controvertible  truths  about  the  learning  of  foreign  languages, 
and  that  not  all  of  these  are  compatible  with  taking  a 
purely 'communicative' approach. I will make a case for getting back 
to basics in language education and discuss the implications of this 
for teachers and learners.  
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